
As the days grow 
shorter and the air turns 
crisp, we find ourselves on 
the threshold of a special 
season. November and 
December are a time for 
gathering, for giving thanks, 
and for preparing our hearts 
for the greatest gift of all. 
While the world outside is 
often caught up in a frenzy of 
shopping and celebrations, 
we are called to a more 
intentional season of 
reflection and hope.
 In November, we 
focus our attention on 
gratitude. Thanksgiving is a 
wonderful opportunity to 
pause and reflect on the 
many blessings in our lives, 
both immense and small. 
This practice, when done 
with a heart focused on God, 
can draw us closer to Him 
and bring a deeper sense     
of  peace.   The   Apostle  Paul 

writes, "Rejoice always, pray 
without ceasing, give thanks 
in all circumstances; for     
this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus for you"              
(1 Thessalonians 5:16-18). 
This is not a command to     
be naively cheerful, but a  
call to acknowledge God’s 
providence and grace even in 
our challenges. A truly 
thankful heart recognizes 
that God is at work in all 
things, shaping us and loving 
us through every season. An 
important part of all of this is 
generosity. How generous 
are we with our blessings? 
Do we trust God enough with 
our money that we prioritize 
not only giving but giving 
above and beyond what is 
comfortable in order to grow 
our faith.
 Following our time of 
thankfulness, we then enter 
the holy season of Advent. 

This is a time of waiting and 
watching, of preparing for 
the arrival of our Savior. We 
recall the Israelites who 
waited for centuries for their 
Messiah, and we too 
anticipate the promised 
return of Christ. The waiting 
is not passive, but active. It is 
an opportunity to prioritize
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FIND THE LAMPLIGHTER! Somewhere hidden on 

the pages of this edition of The Lamplighter is a small 

silhouette of a lamplighter like the one pictured here. 

The first three people to find the lamplighter and 

inform the church secretary where he can be found will 

each win a cool prize!

LAMPLIGHTER

ARTICLES ARE DUE BY
12/19/25 FOR

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2026
CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK PAGE!

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/
FIRSTCONGREGATIONALCHURCHOFROCHESTER

“Gratitude and Hope” by Pastor Colby Olson



November 11

November 27

the Lord and remember the promise that 
God is with us – Immanuel.
 The Christmas story reminds us of 
the profound truth that God chose to enter 
our world not with a fanfare of worldly 
power, but in the humility of a manger. It is 
a story of divine love breaking into human 
history. As we celebrate the birth of our 
Savior, let us not forget the hope that His 
coming represents. The birth of Jesus leads 
us to a cross and an empty tomb, and 
ultimately to the promise of eternal life.
 My prayer for our church family this 
season is that we might slow down enough 

to truly embrace the hope of Advent and 
the promise of Emmanuel. May our hearts 
be filled with genuine gratitude, and may 
we be ready to welcome Jesus into our lives 
in fresh ways. Let us move beyond the 
cultural trappings and focus on the 
incredible truth that God is with us.
 "May the God of hope fill you with 
all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that 
you may overflow with hope by the power 
of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13).

Ladies

Tea
Christmas

Saturday, December 6

1:00 – 4:00 pm
RSVP by Dec. 1 to Marcia at 508-264-2217 (call or text)



Have you ever noticed how Christmas amplifies everything? 
The good becomes great while hard things feel harder. But 
Christmas doesn’t have to be either great or hard. There’s a 
hope that overcomes anything. On a silent night, a light broke 
through the darkness. The world watched in awe as love 
stepped in. Jesus changed everything – including the life 
that’s possible for us. We can experience the wonder of our 
Savior. Together, we’ll reflect on the hope, peace, joy, and love 
found only in Him.

EXPERIENCE THE HOPE OF CHRISTMAS

CELEBRATE ADVENT
Sundays starting Nov 30 @ 10 am

SPECIAL CHRISTMAS SERIES
The Arrival

CANDLELIGHT SERVICE
Dec 24 @ 7 pm

FEATURED BIBLE STUDY

The Narrow Path

Modern life often overloads us with choices. 

What we think, how we act, and ultimately, 

where our lives are headed, are all 

influenced by what we value. For Christians, 

if we aren’t intentional with our choices, we 

can wind up far from where God intends us 

to be. Based on Matthew 7:13-14, Rich 

Villodas explores what it means to walk the 

narrow path, as opposed to the broad road. 

The broad road is the kind of life that is 

guided by the value system of the world. The 

narrow path is the wisdom and way of Jesus. 

While the narrow path may seem restrictive, 

when we walk it with Jesus, we will find the 

fullness of life we long for. 

In Session 1, Rich shows that to understand 

the narrow path is to understand Jesus’ 

teachings in the Sermon on the Mount. Rich 

says that when Jesus gives us the Sermon 

on the Mount, rather than focusing on the 

ultimate end – heaven or hell – Jesus is 

referring to how we are to live today. It is a 

vision of spiritual, relational, and social 

transformation.

Which path are you on? In this short series 

(5 sessions that last about 12 minutes each), 

Rich talks about how we are to throw 

ourselves at the grace and mercy of God in 

order to live out the teachings of the Sermon 

on the Mount.

There is a free study guide for this series. 

Just go to Right Now Media, click on the 

“Browse” button at the top of the home 

page, and in the “Search” field, type in “The 

Narrow Path.” It will be a rewarding 

experience!

Have questions or need help downloading 

the app? Email the church office                    

at rochestercongregational@comcast.net or 

call 508-763-4314.

1. Go to https://app.rightnowmedia.org/

join/FCCROCH, text FCCROCH to 49775, 

or scan our QR code.

2. Confirm you're with                                 

First Congregational                                      

Church of Rochester.

3. Create your profile.

4. Explore online or download 

the free RightNow Media app!

One of our goals at FCCR is to provide our 

church family with discipleship resources. 

That is why we offer FREE access to 

RightNow Media, an online streaming 

service full of biblical content for all ages.

FREE GIFT
for everyone in our church!

DOWNLOAD THE APP

RIGHTNOWMEDIA.ORG



Nineteen homeschool students and coaches have been busy…not only with 
studies, but also with ancillary classes, such as American Sign Language, Baking, and 
Music classes. The students have also been on two field trips.  This first trip was in 
September when they went to the Rochester Police Station, toured the facility on Dexter 
Lane and met with an officer and the chief.  In October they spent the day at Langwater 
Farm, located in North Easton. Students, coaches, and parent volunteers toured the 
farm via a hayride, learned about organic farming, and even sampled vegetables along 
the ride! 
 In Music class with our very own praise team member, Miss Marilyn, the children 
are practicing patriotic songs that they will sing for the Tri-Town Veterans on November 
11. The students will serve coffee and donuts at this event as a community service 
project.
 The parents continue to show their appreciation of RCLC, not only verbally, but 
with  messages such as these, which were recently received:

 When the Learning Center development team planned this Christian 
homeschool learning center, we could never imagine the impact it would have on 
students and families. 
 Thank you to the volunteer coaches who dedicate their time to help make 
disciples, and thank you, church family, for supporting the Christian education RCLC 
students are receiving. God is good all the time!

UPDATE

“My husband and I are sitting here after putting the kids down and talking.  We 
know we made the right choice and decision when we found a village, being 
Rochester Christian Learning Center, with like-minded people.”

“I just had to tell you how proud I am of my son, and to thank you for giving these 
kids an amazing opportunity for an amazing education and life. His Christian Ed 
teacher was amazed with everything he knew and asked him where he went to 
school, and she pulled me aside at pick up time and said she wants to enroll her 
son in RCLC. She said you can just tell our son is getting a different education 
than the other kids. So thank you, thank you, thank you from the bottom to the 
top of our hearts.  My mama’s heart was beyond full today.”

Start serving today!

Volunteering is a great way to get involved 
at First Congregational Church of 
Rochester, feel like part of a community, 
and serve Jesus at the same time. That’s 
why we provide a comprehensive list of 
volunteer opportunities that will help you 
engage in creative ways. Pick up your copy 
from the information table to find out 
where you can GET PLUGGED IN! 

Sunday, November 2

lose daylight, gain sleep

Set clocks back 
one hour before 

going to bed         
on Saturday

Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) Meetings

Mondays: Men’s Meeting    Thursdays: How It Works (Mixed)

When: 5:30 pm     When: 6:00 pm

Where: Fellowship Hall    Where: Fellowship Hall

Come as you are, but don’t expect to stay that way!
For more information, contact Ron Merlo at 774-263-7619 or rmerlo@milharmer.com



Dec 2:  Marilyn Melanson

Dec 5:  Mike Costa

Dec 6:  Judy Stoltenberg

Dec 7:  Ted Marmaras, 

   Charles Stockbridge

Dec 8:  Luis Rivera

Dec 9:  Roger Deschamps, Linda Young

Dec 11: Sheila Daniel

Dec 15:  Caleb Ortiz, Michelle Vinagre

Dec 18:  Cassidy Costa

Dec 20: Cindy Underhill

Dec 22:  Noelle Healy

Dec 25:  John Vinagre, Ramon Rivera

Dec 26:  Dennis O'Beirne

Dec 29:  Corinne Martin, Al Muse

Dec 30:  Jeff Costa

Nov 2:  Diane Sullivan

Nov 3:  Charlotte Lizotte

Nov 5:  Ivy McIntyre

Nov 9:  Jackie Demers

   Stacey Fernandes

Nov 12:  Deb Muse

Nov 13:  Gary Noble Shriver

Nov 18:  Karen Audet

Nov 20:  Elaine Ferguson

Nov 22:  Stacie Noble Shriver

   Grant Roberge  

Nov 28:  Spence Smith

Nov 29:  AJ McMahon

Nov 30:  Nicole Roberge

Meetings
this Month

Visit Us in Person!
11 Constitution Way
P.O. Box 98
Rochester, MA 02770

Stop in during Office Hours!
M-Tu-Th-F
8:00 am – 1:00 pm

Call or Email Us!
508-763-4314
rochestercongregational@comcast.net

Visit Us Online!
www.rochestercongregational.com
www.facebook.com/
FirstCongregationalChurchofRochester

Meetings
this Month

Nov 4:   Deacons  7:00 pm

Nov 11:  Trustees  7:00 pm

Nov 25:  Missions  7:00 pm

Adult Bible Study Sundays  8:45 am

Praise Team: Wednesdays     7:30 pm

Dec 2:   Deacons  7:00 pm

Dec 9:   Trustees  7:00 pm

Dec 30:  Missions  7:00 pm

Adult Bible Study Sundays  8:45 am

Praise Team: Wednesdays     7:30 pm

Holidays & Happenings Holidays & Happenings
Dec 7:  Pearl Harbor Day

Dec 21:  First Day of Winter

Dec 25:  Christmas Day

Dec 31: New Year’s Eve

Dec 7:  Second Sunday in Advent

Dec 14:  Third Sunday in Advent

Dec 21:  Fourth Sunday in Advent

Dec 24:  Candlelight Service

Nov 2:  Daylight Saving Ends

 

Nov 11:  Veterans Day

Nov 27:  Thanksgiving

Nov 15:  Thankful Boxes Packing Party

Nov 29:  Christmas Decorating Day

Nov 30:  First Sunday in Advent

  



We’re looking for teachers and extra people to 

help on Sunday mornings!

See Diane Sullivan or Donna Pease to volunteer

Insights from the

Deacon’s Bench
As we dwell in this sleepy little town known as Rochester, MA and worship with open 

minds and open hearts at the serene First Congregational Church, a feeling of tranquility and 
serenity engulfs all within these confines. Yet, in the outside world we are surrounded by tumult. 
Significant amounts of division, hate, and violence seem to be everywhere with not an end in 
sight. Lawlessness has intensified and escalated in 2025. As a nation, we seem to be living in 
fear waiting for the next shoe to drop. 
 Yet, it does not have to be this way. There is an answer, and the answer is Jesus Christ 
who saved us by dying on that cross and shedding His blood for you. Many have dismissed 
worshipping the Lord and Savior as nothing more than a soundbite, or something your parents 
used to do. That begs the question: How do we, as believers, get the Word out to folks and be 
good disciples of Christ? 
 Well, we can look to Scripture for guidance. 2 Timothy 4:2 is a Biblical instruction given 
by the Apostle Paul to Timothy urging him to “preach the Word; be ready in season and out of 
season; correct, rebuke and encourage with great patience and teaching.” 
 As believers, we must be willing to share God’s message regardless of what we may feel 
from a person’s reaction. Folks may seem uninterested, but don’t let that deter you. You may 
not realize this but know that you have planted a seed. If the soil is good and it gets water, God 
will make it grow. 
 Share the Word of God through evangelism. That is living out one’s faith.  
                           ~ Jim Sullivan

Our church has a medical team to handle medical emergencies during Worship 
Gatherings and fellowship times. Currently, the team consists of Deb Ladd, Connie 
Gonsalves, Roxanne Costa, and Kathy Shea. We are looking for others to join the team! If 
you are interested and have a medical background, please contact Roxanne at 
costafamily@comcast.net.

MEDICAL TEAM

Join our

Handle medical emergencies during 

Worship Gatherings and fellowship times

Medical background required



“A View From The Pew”

We Believe or We Grieve
by George Smith

Start serving today!

Volunteering is a great way to get involved at 
First Congregational Church of Rochester, feel 
like part of a community, and serve Jesus at the 
same time. That’s why we provide a 
comprehensive list of volunteer opportunities 
that will help you engage in creative ways. Pick 
up your copy from the information table to find 
out where you can GET PLUGGED IN! 

My Brother’s Keeper recently invited members of the Missions Committee to 

attend their annual soiree as a thank you for volunteering at the North Dartmouth facility. 

Nine MBK volunteers from our church attended. We heard a few speeches about the 

impact this mission has on the neediest of families in Southeastern MA. It was a 

wonderful evening of fellowship. If you would like to volunteer at My Brother’s Keeper, 

please contact a member of your Missions Committee.

 Linda Summer, director of The Agape Puppet Ministry, recently gave the 

congregation an update on its mission.  Linda also did two presentations at our Harvest 

Festival and gave a presentation to the students at the Learning Center. 

 Stay tuned! Beginning sometime in November, your Missions Committee will  

start collecting new children’s jacket donations for the underprivileged youngsters in 

Nepal. Linda Summer will deliver boxes of jackets when she travels there this winter to 

share the news of Jesus with the children.

 There are two New Hope Correctional Ministry banquets happening in November.  

The first one is on November 7 at Hotel 1620 in Plymouth, and the second banquet is on 

November 14 at Fireside Grill in Middleboro.  Both banquets begin at 6:50pm. Please 

contact Roxanne Costa (costafamily@comcast.net) if you are interested in attending 

either banquet.

 Your Missions Committee is collecting filled shoeboxes to support the Operation 

Christmas Child mission of Samaritan’s Purse. Boxes are available at both exits of the 

Sanctuary and in the Fellowship Hall.  Inside each box you’ll find suggested items to 

purchase, a tag to indicate the age and gender of the child you shopped for, and a 

rubber band to secure around the box once it’s filled. Boxes must be returned to church 

by Sunday, November 16.

 There is a team of Mobile Ministries volunteers from our church who help MM on 

the Saturdays of months that have five Saturdays. If you are interested in volunteering a 

couple of hours a few times during the year, please speak with Diane Sullivan.

 Tri-Town Schools Cares Team is still collecting food items that will go to needy 

families in our area.  To learn more about how you can help package the collected foods 

for distribution that you have so generously donated, please speak with Gina Souza.

 In addition to the above missions, our church also supports Happy Life Children’s 

Home, Damien’s Place, and Rev. Wilbins Maginet in Haiti.

 Please keep all the missions in prayer as they spread the Gospel near and far!

Big Idea: We can trust God to fulfill His promises.
 In verse 4, it says, “So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, 
to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David.” And in that 
little town prophesied in Micah 5:2, Jesus was born. Proclaiming His birth, the angels went first 
to the hills of Bethlehem to simple shepherds and declared, “I bring you good news that will 
cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is 
the Messiah, the Lord.”
 David was on those hills tending his father’s sheep in 1 Samuel 16 when the prophet 
Samuel was sent to anoint him as king of Israel. Those are the same hills that David said in 1 
Samuel 17 where God had rescued him “from the claws of the lion and the bear.” Those are the 
same hills where David played his harp alone in worship to the God of Heaven (Psalm 23). And 
on these hills fulfilling the prophecy of Jeremiah 23, God announced the arrival of the true 
Shepherd “a righteous descendant from King David’s line. He will be a King who rules with 
wisdom. He will do what is just and right throughout the land. And this will be his name: The 
Lord Is Our Righteousness.”
 When our hearts are drawn to worry… remember that God is faithful and always keeps 
His promises. Not only did He bring our Messiah from the line of David as promised, but He 
announced it on the hills where David’s kingship began. God is all-knowing, timeless, and at 
work fulfilling His promises from generation to generation. He never fails! When our hearts 
return to worry over the circumstances of life, we can declare with full assurance, “all the 
promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us.”

www.devotions4teens.com

THE PROMISED SHEPHERD

Read Luke 2:1-20

Background Story: Luke was a follower of Jesus 
who “carefully investigated everything from the 
beginning” and wrote the gospel of Luke and the 
book of Acts. (Luke 1:1-4)

We believe that through Jesus Christ we can enjoy personal, intimate 
access to God through prayer, and that persistent, believing prayer is 
critical to our effectiveness in carrying out Christ’s mission.

If you would like to become a link in our prayer chain to pray for the 
needs, concerns, and emergencies of our church family, our 
community, and the world, please speak with any one of our deacons.

Join
the Prayer Chain



The Board of Trustees at First Congregational Church of Rochester believes it is 
important to regularly communicate the financial condition of the church to its 
members and regular attendees.

As of September 2025, the church’s overall operating budget is as follows:

Definitions
Collections and other income  Total income from giving plus interest and dividends from endowment funds
Budgeted expenses   Church operating expenses from budget
Income in excess of 2025 budget Represents amount current income exceeds current year budgeted expenses
Other expenses   Other non-budgeted expenses
Surplus from 2024   Surplus from 2024 carried forward to 2025
General Fund balance  Cash balance in General Fund as of September 30, 2025

Collections and other income:

Budgeted expenses:

Income in excess of 2025 budget:

Other expenses:

Surplus from 2024:

General Fund balance: 

$

$

209,072

(199,164)

9,908

(9,456)

23,912

25,686

 

Deck 
the Halls

See Judy Stoltenberg if you are willing to 
help decorate the Sanctuary and 

Fellowship Hall for Christmas

Saturday, November 29
10:00 am

ANTIPHONAL DECK THE HALLS

Across
3. Follow me in merry…
8. See the blazing Yule
Before …
9. Hail the new, ye lads 
and …
10. Deck the halls with 
boughs of …

Down
1. Strike the harp and join     
the …
2. While I tell of yuletide …
4. Don we now our gay …
5. Fast away the old year …
6. ‘Tis the season to be …
7. Troll the ancient yuletide …
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Committee and board terms expire in 

February, with the Nomination Slate 

prepared in January. If you are 

interested in serving on a committee 

or board, please let the current 

chairperson know of your interest or 

contact Nominations Committee 

Chairman Jay Gonsalves.

Our Country and Our Nation’s Leaders

Those In Service to Our Country

Those With Ongoing Health Issues:
Bethany Costa, Bootsie Ashley,                   
Anne Ashley

Nursing Home Residents

Our Caregivers

Pastor Colby and his family

Our Missions and their families:
• Agape Puppet Ministry
• Damien’s Pantry
• Happy Life Children’s Home
• Mobile Ministries
• My Brother’s Keeper
• New Hope Correctional Ministry
• Operation Christmas Child
• Rev. Wilbins Maginet & the 

Congregational Christian Church                 
of Bonbon (Haiti)

Our Prayer Chain is available on a daily 
basis. Email fccrprayerchain@gmail.com 
if you would like immediate prayer for 
sensitive or time-critical issues. Since 
prayer requests are often delicate in 
nature, we kindly ask that you do not post 
them on social media. Thank you for 
understanding.

Lamplighter info

Distribution

The Lamplighter is published every other 

month and is distributed in PDF form via 

email. Printed versions will be mailed to you 

upon request by contacting the church office 

at rochestercongregational@comcast.net or 

508-763-4314.

Birthdays

If you wish to have your birthday included 

on The Lamplighter calendar, please provide 

your information to the church office.
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